UNITED STATES ORGANIZATION FOR MEDICAL AND EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Please send your donation for the

Fall/Winter 2008 / Issue # 7

GAZA PROJECT

Payable to

US-OMEN
P.O. Box 412
NORWALK, CA 90651
USA
Donations are tax deductible
Your 2008 tax-deductible receipt will be mailed to you promptly
Please take advantage of the 2008 tax year and at the same time help the needy in GAZA
The US-OMEN GAZA PROJECT is a direct help to the needy children and families in GAZA
We will distribute your donations through our sister agency ANERA who has staff on the ground in GAZA
We expect you to heed our request no matter how small the donation
PLEASE don't ignore our request
If you can’t help financially please distribute this information
MAY GOD BLESS YOU
Thank you
US-OMEN (United States Organization for Medical and Educational Needs)

1-888-663-6478

US-OMEN Charitable Giving
Los Angeles Chapter
YEAR
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008

AMOUNT
$83,000.00
$53,250.00
$112,700.00
$43,580.00
$66,500.00
$98,000.00
$32,590.00
$41,458.00

San Francisco Chapter Giving
2008
$72,500
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please, use form on page 2

December 2008

The following letter was received by many of our members from the ANERA
director in the GAZA office.

Dear US-OMEN,
Last week, preschool teachers from our Milk for Preschoolers program here had to resort to giving our fortified milk one day and the high energy biscuits
on the next to make their supplies last longer.
Today we are completely out of milk and biscuits inside of Gaza. The border remains closed.
When it opens for brief periods, an occasional UN truck with humanitarian aid gets through. But in the last month, ANERA has not been able to get
anything to our Gaza office.
Lines of trucks rush to the Karem Shalom crossing when there is news of an opening, and our truck with the next shipment of milk and biscuits lines up
with the rest of them. Unfortunately, our truck is repeatedly turned away, denied entry again and for no obvious reason.
Meanwhile our regular containers of donated medicine and medical supplies are stalled at the earliest stages of customs clearance. We face increased costs
as valuable supplies remain stuck in Israeli storage for longer than ever before.
Only a small number of organizations have the long-established presence, capacity for coordination with Israeli and Palestinian officials, and commitment
to humanitarian efforts that ANERA has had over the last forty years. We are proud to be known as a transparent organization that delivers. But right now,
hospitals and clinics and families are having to wait in despair.
We don't know when the end will be, but we’re not giving up.
We’re still:
* working with border officials to find possible solutions.
* speaking with officials in Washington to find access.
* driving to the border every time there might be an opening.
* paying to keep the supplies in storage so they can be delivered as soon as the border opens.
* supporting our committed staff here who continue to implement projects locally, employing local workers while we face daily power outages and significant loss of
resources.
* staying in contact with hospitals, clinics, schools and preschools who would normally be receiving goods from us, to let them know we're working hard to get supplies in.
* asking for support from our donors to ensure we can afford continued storage, proper distribution when supplies finally do get through, and continue projects that employ
people who desperately need work.

We all hope that soon we will be back to delivering. We hope that with the new year there will come new opportunities for us to do our work.
We're grateful in Gaza for the part you play in helping us do our work.
From the Gaza office, I wish you health, happiness and peace in the coming new year.
All the best,
Salah Sakka
Gaza Office Director
ANERA (American Near East Refugee Aid)

In Partnership with US-OMEN Please help by donating now !

YES, You can count on me to help the humanitarian efforts of US-OMEN in the fields of medical & educational needs.
NAME: _______________________________________________ ADDRESS: _______________________________________
TEL: H:_____________________W:________________________ CITY: _______________________ ST: ____ ZIP:_______
E mail: _______________________________________________________
Method of Payment: ___ check
___ credit card # ___________________________________ Exp. Date: ________ $___________
Signature: ________________________
O Visa
O Master Card
O American Express O Discover
Make checks payable to: US-OMEN
P.O. Box 412, Norwalk, CA 90651
501 ©(3) tax-deductible org. ID # 95-6113210
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CHARITY NEWS
$5,000.00 was sent to finance small projects
benefiting the development of the refugee
camps in Lebanon.
$16,620.00 was donated to ANERA’S Milk & Biscuits project benefiting
GAZA preschoolers.
$15,338.00 was donated for the sponsorship of the 2008 Palestinian National
Olympic Swimming Team.
$2,500.00 for needy students scholarships at Birzeit University, Palestine
Donate for the US-OMEN Memorial Scholarship Funds in Honor of:

CONTACT US:
1-888-OMEN IS U / 1-888-663-6478

Late Palestinian Arab Poet Mahmoud Darwish
Late Egyptian Arab Historian Dr. Abdel-Wahab El-Missiri
Late Syrian Arab Director Moustafa Akkad

E Mail:info@us-omen
WWW.US-OMEN.ORG
P.O. Box 412
Norwalk, CA 90651
USA

Funds will benefit university needy students in the fields of
Arts, History and Media
Please indicate your preference when donating to special funds.

P.S. In a recent message from Ms. Suhaila Tarazi, Director of Ahli Hospital in Gaza, she wrote
this:
"There isn’t enough food, milk products, red meat, fruit, flour, and other types of food items. All
sorts of necessities are just not available - matches, candles, school books, paper. There is also
a big lack of fuel for the electricity power station and most Gazans are left daily with little
electricity hours, and when that is cut off there is no water available at homes, since, of course,
water needs pumps, which need fuel.
"As for Gaza hospitals, we are finding it increasingly difficult. The closures are becoming more
and more restrictive and the situation is getting worse and worse. There is a big shortage in
medicine and medical supplies. Currently and according to World Health Organization (WHO) 95
essential drugs and 174 medical supplies items are at zero level in the government hospitals.
There is a lack of oxygen for patients due to the shortages of spare parts that are needed for
the oxygen extractors' machines. Moreover, and according to MOH [Ministry of Health] in Gaza,
800 critical ill cases are prevented from treatment outside Gaza, 12% of them are children."
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US-OMEN Celebrates 47 Years of Giving

2008
Board of Directors
Adel Hagekhalil

US-OMEN has celebrated 47 years of giving in its recent June 7th, 2008 fundraising banquet in Anaheim, California.

President

Ahmad Azie
V.P.

US-OMEN celebrated for the third year our community’s graduates who who were recognized by the Arab Syrian activist / actress Raghda. US-OMEN has honored Raghda with
Moustafa Akkad Life Time Achievement Award, for her years of activism and service for
the benefit of Arab causes .

Haitham Aranki
Secretary

Ghassan Nakhoul
Treasurer

Lana Hamdan

In the last 47 years, US-OMEN has distributed millions of dollars in donated funds in
forms of medical equipment, supplies, emergency relief, in addition to scholarships and
educational projects. Thousands of needy and less fortunate have benefited throughout the
international community.

Project Director

Issa Ewais
Wafa Kharuf
Ed Tawil
Rima Nashashibi
Dina Elfarra
Past Presidents
Late Mustafa Siam
Dr. Spear Sayegeh
Michael Hattar
Haitham Aranki
Wafa Kharuf
Advisory Board
Mustapha Akkad 2005
Mohannad Malas
Ziad L. Kharuf, MD
Musa Y. Nasir, MD
Fareed (Mike) Shalabi
Nasser Beydoun
Dr. Amira El Zein
Hon. James Kaddo
Dr. Mujid Kazimi
Dr. John Makhoul
Suhaila Nasir
Haleh Katemi Bard
Samira Jaridly
Husneyeh Anabtawi
Adil Barakat
Donald Bustany
Mickhael Hattar
Muhamad Busaileh
Yacoub Khoury
Dr. Faisal Aranki
Mitri Khoury

US-OMEN
P.O. Box 412
NORWALK,CA 90651
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